
Fellow Water Skier!
Members of the Mid-Valley Water Ski Club would like to welcome you, your family and friends to
organized water skiing in Central California. Our intent here is to inform you about our organization,
its purpose, our history, activities and goals.

MISSION STATEMENT
Members of the Mid-Valley Water Ski Club believe that the sport of organized water skiing is a

safe and low impact family sport that provides great fun and exercise for everyone regardless of age,
ability, or physical disability. The Mid-Valley Water Ski Club is a non-profit organization whose
members join together to promote boat and water sport safety through organized activities such as
tournament competition, learning clinics for beginners, and community service groups. Our active
members not only want to improve their skiing, but as volunteers, give something back to the sport as
well. On or off the water, our members believe in good family values and practice good
sportsmanship.

HISTORY IN BRIEF
Since the Mid-Valley Water Ski Club was formed in 1974, we have grown into one of the most

active water ski organizations in the area. Although most of our activities are during the summer
months, we are quite active during the winter as well. Throughout the years, we have hosted
numerous USA Water Ski Class C and National Ski League (NSL) tournaments with wakeboard,
kneeboard, slalom, barefoot, and disabled events.

Mid-Valley is a family oriented club and its activities also include our mid-week Tournament
Series, social barbecues, work parties to maintain our ski site, monthly meetings, and other related
activities.

Each New Year’s Day many local skiers and spectators join us in celebrating our annual Polar
Bear Day.

A GROWING ORGANIZATION
In 1979, with careful planning and preparation, Mid-Valley finally found a home. Our members

received approval from the Stanislaus County Parks Department and the Board of Supervisors to use
a portion of Modesto Reservoir known as the “back dam area” to install a slalom course and boat
dock. In 1999, we purchased a trailer from which to host events and to store our club property.

As with Mid-Valley, hundreds of ski clubs and thousands of water skiers have affiliated
themselves with USA Water Ski. This national organization protects our right to ski by passing much
needed legislation, insures our facilities and skiers, and sets the basic guidelines for our events.

WHAT WILL I GAIN BY JOINING M.V.W.S.C.?
The lifeblood of the club is its members. You will find that this club is what you make of it. Our

experience and your enthusiasm can join together to make us an unbeatable team; a deciding factor in
the future of your water skiing enjoyment. The days of chaos, danger, and rough water from others in
open water skiing will be gone. Also, thanks to our weekly Tournament Series and free coaching
from our friendly club members, in the calm waters of controlled ski area, your water skiing ability is
sure to improve!

We welcome you and your contribution to the Mid-Valley Water Ski Club. If you have any
further questions about our club, please call the club phone at 569-7817 and leave a message. We
will return your call. You can also e-mail us at mvwsc@yahoo.com or check out our web site at
www.midvalleywaterskiclub.com for more information.
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Mid-Valley Water Ski Club
Constitution

ARTICLE I – Purpose and Name
Section 1. The name of the club shall be “Mid-Valley Water Ski Club”.
Section 2. The purpose of the Mid-Valley Water Ski Club is to promote the sport of water skiing

through group participation, sponsoring tournaments, and associated recreational
activities for the mutual benefit of the members; to develop water skiing among non-
skiers in the community; and to work for greater safety in water skiing. It is established as
a non-profit organization and maintains a non-discrimination policy.

Section 3. The Mid-Valley Water Ski Club Shall maintain an affiliation with USA Water Ski.

Article II – Membership
Section 1. Membership in the Mid-Valley Water Ski Club Shall be open to all individuals interested

in water skiing regardless of age, sex, race, or physical ability.
Section 2. Application for membership in the club shall be made in the manner prescribed by the

Membership Committee (the Board of Directors). The membership application, in its
approved form, shall contain an agreement to abide by the by-laws of the club. An
application for membership shall first be referred to the Membership Committee for
consideration. If they approve, such application shall then be submitted to the
membership at the next regular meeting and shall be voted for approval. A favorable vote
of two-thirds of active members present at regularly scheduled meeting shall be required
to elect an applicant to membership. If the application is approved, the applicant shall
become a member of the club upon payment of the required dues. The unsuccessful
applicant may reapply in one year.

Section 3. A member may resign from the club at any time upon notice in writing addressed to any
Board member.

Section 4. Membership in the club may be terminated for non-payment of dues by the action of the
Board of Directors. Termination of the membership of any member shall not release the
said member from the obligation to pay all dues owed to the end of the period of
membership. Membership may also be terminated for any valid reason by a majority vote
of all the members present at any regular or special meeting. This would be done by
secret ballot.

Section 5. It will be a requirement of each active skiing Mid-Valley Water Ski Club member to also
be a member of USA Water Ski and maintain affiliation for participation in all sanctioned
events.

Section 6. Any new applicant is to be on probation period for a year, during which time the
applicant must attend a minimum of 6 club meetings and/or half of the events scheduled;
i.e., Polar Bear Day, Tournaments, Clinics & Work Parties. Failure to abide by these
guidelines could result in non-renewal of membership.

Section 7. All members and guests will abide by club by-laws, particularly issues dealing with safety
and club participation.

Section 8. All members with boats must submit proof of annual insurance to the secretary.
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Section 9. One single member equals one vote; the family includes the head of household, spouse
and dependent children up to age 23 for voting requirements. Each family member who is
18 years or older may vote.

Section 10. Voting privileges are available for all members in good standing. Ballots will be sent to
all members within one week of the October nominations. The ballots return dates will be
clearly marked and shall be returned in hand to the club secretary one day prior to
(absentee) or brought to the annual club banquet. Ballots received after the deadline will
be disqualified. The ballots will be held unopened and the final results will be announced
at the November banquet.

Section 11. Nominees will direct published campaign efforts to all club members. Campaign material
may be sent direct (at nominee’s expense) or distributed with the November newsletter.

ARTICLE III – Board of Directors
Section 1. The management of the club shall be vested in a Board of Directors. The Board of

Directors shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Director
of Promotions.

Section 2. All members of the Board of Directors shall hold office for one year or until their
successors are duly elected and qualified. Three members of the Board of Directors shall
constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Special meeting of the Board of Directors may be called by the President, notice of which
shall be given in sufficient time to permit members to be present and take into
consideration the availability of transportation and other contributing factors.

ARTICLE IV – Officers
Section 1. The elective officers (Board of Directors) of the club shall be: President, Vice President,

Secretary, Treasurer, and Director of Promotions.
Section 2. The officers shall be nominated by the members annually in October. Officers shall be

elected by the club members by secret ballot, unless there is only one nominee for office,
annually in November. Officers shall hold office for the term of one year or until their
successors have been elected and qualified. If a person who is nominated objects, he/she
has the right of refusal. The Board can appoint a temporary replacement, which can be
any Mid-Valley member, including a Board member, upon emergency or interim basis,.
The successor so chosen shall serve as needed until the elected officer can resume their
position.

Section 3. The President shall preside at all club meetings, appoint all committees, and assume the
Responsibilities assigned to him/her by these by-laws and by the Board of Directors.
Special Committees (such as Tournament Committee, Equipment Committee, Safety
Committee, Publicity Committee, etc.) may be appointed respectively by the President. In
each case the duties of the respective committees shall be clearly stated. Each committee
shall be required to report on its activities.

Section 4. The Vice President will be in charge of managing all club property and will submit a
written inventory twice annually. Also, during the absence or temporary unavailability of
the President, the Vice President shall perform the duties of the President.

Section 5. The Treasurer shall keep all records and accounts of the club and have charge of its funds.
A monthly Treasurer’s report shall be submitted for each monthly meeting. He/she shall
keep all funds in a bank account approved by the Board of Directors. He/she shall
disburse the funds of the club under the direction of the Board. All checks written on the
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club account shall be signed by two officers. Pre-approval by three members of the Board
is necessary for any expenditures, outside of regularly monthly expenses, i.e. phones,
stamps, etc., of over $25.00 in a one-month period.

No reimbursements will be made without a valid receipt. All proceeds, receipts, monies
and club funds at any event or fund-raiser will be collected by the Treasurer/designee, at
the end of the day, for proper deposit. Monies will be counted in the presence of 2 club
members, one of which is a Board member. No direct reimbursements will come from the
cash drawer at any event or fund-raiser, unless deemed necessary by the Board member.
On-the-scene “authorized” reimbursements may be made by the Treasurer upon
presentation of a valid receipt.

Section 6. The Secretary shall be responsible for the minutes of all meetings of general membership
and the Board as well as the rosters, attendance, mailings, correspondence and
membership provisions.

Section 7. Public Relations officer shall assume the duties of all publicity provisions and marketing
efforts.

Section 8. An elected officer, who misses three consecutive meetings is subject to removal from
office, unless the officer has a qualified excuse, which excuse is to be qualified by the
Board of Directors. A Board meeting may be substituted for a monthly meeting.

ARTICLE V – Fiscal Year
Section 1. The fiscal year of the club shall commence on January 1st and end December 31st.

ARTICLE VI – Dues
Section 1. Annual membership fees are $165.00 for a family and $135.00 for single. They are due

on December 1st each year. Credits earned from the Work Down Option will only be
applied towards membership dues when received by December 31st. Active skiing
members must be current members of USA Water Ski and submit a copy of their
USAWS card to the Secretary.

ARTICLE VII – Meetings
Section 1. Regular meetings of the club shall be held each month on a day designated by the club

members. (The second Tuesday of each month.)
Section 2. Any member on probation who misses three meetings consecutively is subject to review

by the Membership Committee.
Section 3. Written notices of the place, day and hour of all the regular meetings of the members may

be prepared and distributed to the membership by the Secretary.
Section 4. Special meetings of the club may be called by the President or by any two-thirds majority

of members upon giving three days verbal or written notice, which shall state; place day,
hour, and purpose of the meeting.

Section 5. Any action taken at a regular or special meeting shall require a two-thirds majority vote of
those present.

ARTICLE VIII – Scholarships
Section 1. Applicant must be an active Mid-Valley member; applicant must have participated in at

least two work down option qualified events; applicant must maintain at least a 2.0
G.P.A.; scholarship eligibility shall be for a maximum of four years.
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Section 2. Qualified applications must be submitted in writing, within a specified time period, for
the Board review and club approval.

Section 3. Amounts are to be determined at the club’s discretion, based on scholarship funds
available.

Section 4. Limits:
(a) $500.00 per person allocated annually. In the event that more than one qualified

member applies for the scholarship, the amount in the fund shall be divided equally
between the applicants, not to exceed $500 per applicant.

(b) $500.00 is annual limit but unused funds will be attached to the following year’s
budget. Money shall be deposited annually in the fund by January 2nd.

Section 5. Club shall designate one fund raising effort exclusively for the scholarship fund.

ARTICLE IX - Nationals Fund
Section 1. A perpetual Nationals Fund shall be established in the amount of $500, with a

maximum scholarship amount not to exceed $250 per qualified applicant.
Section 2. Applicant must be an active Mid-Valley member; applicant must have participated in at

least two work down option qualified events.
Section 3. In the event that more than two qualified members apply for the scholarship the

amount in the fund shall be divided equally between the applicants, not to exceed
$250 per applicant.

Section 4. The money shall be returned to the club in the event the scholarship recipient is
unable to attend the Nationals competition for any reason.

Section 5. The money shall be deposited annually in the fund by January 2nd.

ARTICLE X – Club Property and Facilities
Section 1. All facilities/club property changes and/or alterations must be approved by the general

membership, except when urgent safety conditions arise.
Section 2. The Vice President shall maintain inventory of all club property and facilities.

ARTICLE XI. - Regionals Fund for Boys and Girls I, II, and III
Section 1. Applicant must be an active Mid-Valley member; applicant must have participated in at

least two work down option qualified events; applicant must maintain at least a 2.0
G.P.A.

Section 2. Qualified applications must be submitted in writing for club approval prior to the
competition.

Section 3. Scholarship amount shall be the current entry fee for USA Water Ski Western Regionals.
Section 4. The money shall be returned to the club in the event the recipient is unable to attend the

Regionals competition for any reason.

ARTICLE XII – Amendments
Section 1. These by-laws may be amended at any regular or special club meeting by a two-thirds

majority vote of the members present at such meeting, providing a notice of such
proposed amendments shall have been made available to each member with notice of the
meeting at which the amendment or amendments are to be considered.



Type of Membership_________________ Amount Paid____________

Application for Membership
Annual Single Membership - $175.00/Annual Family Membership - $240.00

Date__________________ USAWS #_______________

Name___________________________________________________________ Birth Date_______________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________________ Zip_____________________

Home Phone____________________Work Phone___________________Cell Phone_____________________

E-mail Address_________________________________________

Family: Spouse_______________________________________Birthday_____________________________

Children______________________________________Birthday_____________________________

______________________________________Birthday_____________________________

______________________________________Birthday_____________________________

______________________________________Birthday_____________________________

How did you hear about Mid-Valley Water Ski Club?_______________________________________________

Do you own a boat?___________ If yes, what type?_____________________________________________

Where do you usually water ski?_______________________________________________________________

I, __________________________________________________, upon acceptance of my membership to the
Mid-Valley Water Ski Club and payment of my dues, do hereby agree to uphold the duties and obligations to
this club as one of its members. I also hereby give permission to Mid-Valley Water Ski Club to reproduce
photographs taken of me (and my children) during a club event to be published in any club publication
(brochure, newsletter, etc.)

______________________________________________________________ _______________________
Signed Date

Mail your check and application, with a copy of your USA Water Ski card to:
MVWSCc/o Kay Nelson1405 Grandview AvenueCeres CA95307


